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Dear Caregiver,

During the next few weeks your student will learn about geography. They will build on 
their knowledge from the Kindergarten domain All Around the World: Geography by more 
closely working with maps, globes, and atlases, and learning about the distinct features of 
each. By understanding and learning how to use legends and keys and the cardinal directions, 
students will be able to find directions and better understand the geographical information 
that is being represented. In this unit, students will name and locate places they have already 
learned and will extend their geographic knowledge by identifying and learning about the 
equator and the North and South Poles, along with varying bodies of water and landforms. 
Building on prior knowledge, students will look more closely at characteristics of urban, 
suburban, and rural communities around the world to help them compare and contrast 
where they live with other locations, thereby cultivating an appreciation of their community 
and inspiring them to explore beyond their own neighborhood. Below are some suggestions 
for activities that you may do at home to reinforce what your student is learning about 
geography.

1.	 Where Are We?

Use a map to help your student locate the continents, the equator, the North and South 
Poles, and the Northern and Southern Hemispheres. Share any knowledge you have of these 
areas. Point out on a map or globe the city or town where you live and ask students to identify 
other locations that are north, south, east, or west from where you live. Help your student 
identify landforms in your area such as mountains, hills, valleys, lakes, or rivers.

2.	 Draw and Write 

Have your student draw and/or write about a place they have studied. Ask questions to 
help your student use the vocabulary learned at school:

•	 Which continent is this place located on?

•	 Which direction is this place from where we live?

•	 What kinds of landforms does this place have?

•	 What kind of community (urban, suburban, rural) is this? 

•	 When is it nighttime where we live? Is it nighttime or daytime in this place?
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3.	 Words to Use

Below is a list of words that your student will be learning about and using. Try to use these 
words in everyday speech with your student.

•	 atlas—My dad told me to look in the atlas to find out how many people live in the 
United States.

•	 cardinal directions—We can use the cardinal directions to map out our hike.

•	 time zone—The time on these alarm clocks automatically sets depending on the  
time zone.

•	 legend—We used the map legend to find out where the river is located.

•	 provinces—On our road trip through Canada, my family drove through all ten of the 
country’s provinces. 

•	 urban—Many animals, such as racoons and coyotes, have adapted well to living in 
urban areas.

4.	 Read Aloud Each Day 

Reading to your student each day is very beneficial to their literacy development and 
overall learning.You may wish to explore your local library’s books on geography. Celebrate 
times when your student shares what they have learned at school.
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Dear Caregiver,

Your student’s study of geography continues as they learn about urban, rural, and 
suburban areas around the world. At the end of this domain, your student will use their 
mapmaking skills to become a cartographer. They will create a map of a favorite place in their 
neighborhood and write an opinion statement explaining why it is their favorite. Below are 
some suggestions for activities that you may do at home to reinforce what your student is 
learning about geography.

1.	 What is it like where I live?

Help your student locate major cities in the United States and around the world. Share 
any knowledge you have of these areas. Talk to your student about where you live. Is it rural, 
urban, or suburban? Ask your student to explain why.

2.	 Draw and Write 

Have your student draw and/or write about a place they learned about. Ask questions to 
help your student use the vocabulary learned at school. 

•	 On which continent is this place located?

•	 Which direction is this place from where we live?

•	 What kinds of landforms does this place have?

•	 Is this place urban, rural, or suburban?

3.	 Words to Use

Below is a list of words that your student will be learning about and using. Try to use these 
words in everyday speech with your student.

•	 rural—Prince Edward Island is the most rural province in Canada.

•	 suburban—My cousins live in a suburb of Washington, D.C.

•	 opportunities—The field trip to the park gave the students many opportunities to 
observe nature.

•	 village—The road to the village is very bumpy. 

•	 provinces—On our road trip through Canada, my family drove through all ten of the 
country’s provinces.

•	 landmark—The Eiffel Tower is a landmark in the city of Paris, France.
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4.	 Read Aloud Each Day 

Reading to your student each day is very beneficial to their literacy development and 
overall learning. The local library has many books on geography. Celebrate times when your 
student shares what they have learned at school.
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