
Text Dependent Questions & Analysis

The overwhelming majority of questions, tasks, and assignments in CKLA materials are text-dependent.
In daily reading instruction, both in discussion and through short and longer-answer written responses,
students answer text-dependent questions about literary and informational texts. These questions may
be literal, inferential, or evaluative.

Literal questions assess students’ recall of key details from the text. These text-dependent questions
require students to paraphrase and/or refer back to the portion of the text where the specific answer is
provided. Inferential questions ask students to infer information from the text and to think critically.
These text-dependent questions require students to summarize and/or reference the portions of the text
that lead to and support the inference they are making. Evaluative questions ask students to build on
what they have learned from the text using analytical and application skills, often to form an opinion or
make a judgment. These questions require students to paraphrase and/or cite the textual evidence that
substantiates their argument or opinion.

Student writing frequently incorporates textual evidence. In many cases, students gather evidence from
the text in graphic organizers or other tools that they consult when planning and drafting their work.
Students also write in response to text in assignments that ask them to use textual evidence to support
their argument or opinion. Activities that cover citations require students to identify the paragraph or
page of the text on which they located the evidence for their work.

Below you will find additional examples in Amplify CKLA’s teacher and student materials that
demonstrate how text evidence and analysis are essential skills that are frequently addressed.



Writing Example:
Grade 4 Unit 1

-Students write their responses
for questions 2 and 5 that should
include text evidence in the
Activity Book.

Discussions Example:
Grade 4 Unit 1

CKLA students engage in
frequent discussions that require
students to cite evidence from
the text to support their
response. Teacher directions
include reminders of the type of
evidence (showing and telling).
See discussion questions 3, 5, 7,
and 8.

Formative assessments, like our
Check for Understandings, may
include prompts for students to
support their answers with
evidence.



Writing Example:
Grade 4 Unit 1
Students complete a graphic
organizer in the Activity Book to
identify and analyze character
traits by providing evidence from
the text to support their
answers.



Evidence during Reading lesson
example:

Grade 4 Unit 7

During many reading lessons,
teachers are supplied with
prompts like this example.
Students are asked who won a
particular battle with evidence
from the Student Reader that
supports their response.

Writing Example:

Grade 4 Unit 1

After students complete a
reading of the text, they respond
to questions in their Activity
Book. The directions ask
students to include textual
evidence in their answers.



Comprehension/Writing
Example:

Grade 4 Unit 7

In this example, students are
responding to comprehension
questions by citing evidence
from the text. Students are
asked to add Student Reader
page numbers as well to show
the location of their evidence.



During a Reading lesson
example:

Grade 5 Unit 2

After students read a portion of
the text, teachers are prompted
to ask a variety of literal,
inferential, evaluative questions.
In this example, students are
asked to provide evidence from
the paragraph to explain the
naming of a time period in Maya
history.

Teacher Modeling Evidence in
Writing Example:

Grade 5 Unit 1

In this example, students will
write narratives that contain
evidence to support their point
of view.



Teacher Modeling Evidence in
Writing Example:

Grade 5 Unit 4

In this example, students are
citing evidence from Don
Quixote in a graphic organizer to
help them identify character
traits.





Writing Example:

Grade 5 Unit 8
In this example, students are
writing persuasive essays that
should include evidence that
supports their opinion. Students
are completing a graphic
organizer as a part of the writing
process. In this example,
students are using the text and
an image to argue if the image
best shows the relationship
between Native Americans and
the land using evidence.



Text Evidence in Poetry
Example:

Grade 5 Unit 3

In this first example, students
are asked to complete a graphic
organizer that should include
evidence from the poem.

In the second example, students
are analyzing a poem and using
text-evidence in a short
constructed response.


