
This journal belongs to: 

Red Scarf Girl & Narrative







Copyright © 2019 by Amplify Education, Inc. 
55 Washington Street, Suite 800, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
www.amplify.com

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or 
distributed in any form, or by any means, or stored in a database or 
retrieval system, without the prior written consent of Amplify Education, 
Inc., except for the classroom use of the worksheets included for 
students in some lessons.

ISBN: 978-1-64383-104-6

Printed in the United States of America  
03 LSCOW 2020

Image credits:  
Getty Images (Dotted spread); bpperry/iStockphoto (Grid spread); 
bycostello/iStockphoto, Getty Images (Sub-Unit 2 spread); Spencer 
Jones/Photographer’s Choice/Getty Images, Robert Van Der Hilst/
Photonica World/Getty Images (Sub-Unit 3 spread); bpperry/iStockphoto 
(Sub-Unit 4 spread).



Sub-Unit 2  •  pages 6–35

Sub-Unit 3  •  pages 36–53

Sub-Unit 4  •  pages 54–72











6
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Get Started
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8  Lesson 1

Get Started

1.	 What was the last food you ate that was really disgusting?

2.	 �Think back to the time when you were eating this food, and write down three details/
observations about what made this food so disgusting.



Lesson 1  9

Get Started

Your partner will use this space to write down five details about your facial expression that 
describe how disgusted you are.



10  Lesson 1

Get Started

Describe when you ate a disgusting food. Use specific details to help your reader imagine how 
the food looked, tasted, and smelled—and what your face looked like when you ate it.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 2  11

Get Started

Write one vivid detail the writer uses to develop this point of view below each category. 

1.	 Sensory Details: How something (or someone) looks, sounds, smells, tastes, or feels

 

2.	 Actions: What someone (or something) does

3.	 Dialogue: What someone says 



12  Lesson 2

Get Started

Describe in detail one brief moment when you were finally able to do something you’d never 
been able to do before.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 3  13

Get Started

Think about that moment when you were finally able to do this thing. Write two or three 
vivid details that will create a picture of the moment you identified for your reader.



14  Lesson 3

Get Started

Describe the brief moment when you were finally able to do something you’d never done 
before, adding the vivid details you wrote in the last activity. 

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 4  15

Get Started

1.	 �Work with your partner/group to imagine and add one or more additional vivid details for 
each boring moment.

What is the moment? One vivid detail from 
the moment

Additional “boring” details

I was bored when I was 
the only one home 
after school.

I flopped on my bed and 
stared at the crack in the 
ceiling.

I was bored doing my 
homework.

I tried to motivate my 
distracted brain: ”Just 
get through this page of 
problems, and I’ll let you 
check your messages!”

I was bored on the long 
car ride.

I tried counting the 
wipers moving back 
and forth across the 
windshield like giant, 
blinking eyelashes.

I was bored cleaning 
my room last weekend.

Under my bed, it smelled 
like old, sweaty socks 
which reminded me 
of my friends already 
on the playground 
basketball courts.

2.	 Circle your most “boring detail.” 



16  Lesson 4

Get Started

1.	 Write down your most boring moment here. 

2.	 Make a list of all the small details that made up that moment.



Lesson 4  17

Get Started

Describe your most boring moment.

 Writing Prompt



18  Lesson 4

Get Started



Lesson 5  19

Get Started

Work with your partner to fill in the rest of the chart by writing down what you observed.

Performance 1 Performance 2

The teacher walked in. The teacher walked in.

The teacher told us “I’m angry.”



20  Lesson 5

Get Started

1.	 Read the sentences in the left column.

2.	 Put a check mark before one of the telling sentences on the left. 

3.	 �On the right, rewrite your chosen sentences so that it shows what the person might do or 
say to show this emotion.

Telling Showing

 � Mahalia was thrilled when her artwork 
was displayed in a coffee shop.

 � Diego was completely confused by the 
furniture assembly directions.

 � DeShawn was so embarrassed by his 
silly cousin.

 � Leah was extremely proud of how 
well she was doing in her advanced 
math class.

 � Jada was completely devastated that 
she had to move from the neighborhood 
where she’d lived since she was 2 
years old.



Lesson 5  21

Get Started

4.	 Read the sentences in the left column.

5.	 Put a check mark before two of the showing sentences on the left. 

6.	 �In the right column, rewrite your two chosen sentences so that they tell the emotion the 
person is feeling.

Showing Telling

 � Valentina looked straight at me, grabbed 
my ice cream cone out of my hand and 
dropped it deliberately on the sidewalk, 
her mouth a hard straight line.

 � “N-nice to meet you,” Delmar stuttered, 
his eyes on his shoes.

 � Kanya nibbled on her thumbnail and 
then wiped her palms across her skirt, 
taking a shallow, shaky breath.



22  Lesson 5

Get Started

Write about a brief moment when you felt a strong emotion.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 6  23

Get Started

Think about a funny moment that lasted for fewer than three minutes. Use strong verbs to 
show what happened.

 Writing Prompt



24  Lesson 7

Get Started

Rewrite the sentence below so that the reader can see and feel what you’re describing:

I was very hot at the beach.

Add two sentences to the sample writing that show why the bite was gross. Write your two 
sentences below.



Lesson 7  25

Get Started

Write about a moment when you were exhausted. Show the reader how exhausted you were.

 Writing Prompt



26  Lesson 8

Get Started

Write four or five sentences that focus on a moment in the image. Use details that vividly 
describe the moment so that your reader can picture exactly what is happening.



Lesson 8  27

Get Started

Write about a brief moment when you ate outside.

 Writing Prompt



28  Lesson 8

Get Started



Lesson 9  29

Get Started

Imagine that you are standing in the middle of a kitchen you know really well. List 5–7 details 
about what the kitchen looks like, smells like, and what is happening so that someone could 
picture it clearly.



30  Lesson 9

Get Started

Write about a brief moment that happened in a kitchen, using specific details to describe the 
kitchen and what you were doing.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 10  31

Get Started

1.	 Write the name of the object you chose.

2.	 What are two adjectives that you would use to describe this object?

3.	 What are four details that you could use to describe your object?

4.	 �Write four or five sentences that describe your object vividly, but don’t mention its name! 
Try to describe it so precisely that your listeners will be able to picture it in their minds.



32  Lesson 10

Get Started

Describe something that you made. Use vivid details that will help your reader picture the 
object you’re describing.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 11  33

Get Started

Rewrite the following sentences, using precise details so the reader can see and feel the 
emotion or sensation being described.

Telling: He was very sad and wanted to be alone. 

Telling: I was very hot at the beach.



34  Lesson 11

Get Started

Write about a moment when you felt uncomfortable.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 11  35

Get Started

Write 3–5 more sentences about how uncomfortable you felt, using a different technique 
than you used before. 
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Sub-Unit 3

Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir  
of the Cultural Revolution

Sub-Unit 3 

Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of 
the Cultural Revolution
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38  Lesson 1

Red Scarf Girl

How hopeful do you think Ji-li is at this moment in her story?

Which details in the Prologue lead you to think so?

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 3  39

Red Scarf Girl

1.	 How do you think the artist wanted people to feel when they looked at this image?

2.	 List two things you learned about the propaganda poster from the other groups.



40  Lesson 4

Red Scarf Girl

“That poor guy,” I finally said. “He should know better than to dress that way, but I’d just die if 
somebody cut my pants open in front of everybody like that.” (74)

In this last moment of the scene, Ji-li feels a mix of emotions. Describe her different emotions. 
Use evidence from anywhere in the scene to support your ideas.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 5  41

Red Scarf Girl

Look at the four or five words or details you highlighted in paragraphs 10–22 that show what 
Ji-li and her friends thought about what Yin Lan-lan had written.

1.	 Did Ji-li and her friends agree with what Yin Lan-lan wrote? Why or why not?

2.	 �Summarize the events of the chapter so far, explaining the most significant changes that 
happened in Ji-li’s school.



42  Lesson 5

Red Scarf Girl

Most of Ji-li’s classmates had no trouble writing da-zi-bao that criticize their teachers,  
but Ji-li couldn’t. 

Write an objective summary describing:

Why were some of her classmates so eager to write da-zi-bao?  
Why was it so hard for Ji-li? How did Ji-li’s position differ from those around her?

Make sure you cite textual evidence to support your answer.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 5  43

Red Scarf Girl



44  Lesson 7

Red Scarf Girl

How do Du Hai’s feelings change during this scene? Why does he feel the way he does?

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 8  45

Red Scarf Girl

1.	 �What do the words you highlighted in paragraph 12 show about Ji-li’s point of view toward 
Teacher Gu? Write two sentences.

2.	  �Look at the words you highlighted in paragraph 13. What is Ji-li’s point of view about 
Teacher Gu?



46  Lesson 8

Red Scarf Girl

Why do you think Ji-li’s voice broke when she looked in Teacher Gu’s eyes? Use evidence from 
the text to support your ideas.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 9  47

Red Scarf Girl

Compare how Ji-li felt in her home at the beginning of the story to how she felt after the Red 
Guards searched her home. Use details from the setting to support your ideas.

Turn to Chapter 1, paragraphs 64–70, on pages 49–50 to find the initial description of 
Ji-li’s apartment.

Turn to Chapter 8, paragraphs 119–121, on pages 88–89 to find a description of Ji-li’s 
apartment after the Red Guards searched her home.

 Writing Prompt



48  Lesson 10

Red Scarf Girl

What kind of day was Ji-li’s birthday (sad, exciting, scary, disappointing)? Describe how the 
details she includes about the day create a feeling for you as a reader.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 10  49

Red Scarf Girl

1.	 �Read your writing to find a place where you used details from the book to develop 
your idea.

2.	 �Reread that part of the book and identify one or two additional details that connect to 
your overall feeling of Ji-li’s birthday.

3.	 Write three to five more sentences that use those details to explain your idea.



50  Lesson 11

Red Scarf Girl

Where do you think Ji-li stands between her family and the Cultural Revolution?

Officer Ma tells Ji-li, “Making a clean break with your black family, that’s good” (57). 

Ji-li says, “I did not understand him” (58).

How about you? What do you think he means? Write two or three sentences.



Lesson 11  51

Red Scarf Girl

Why didn’t Ji-li go through with her plan to change her name? Think of one or two reasons and 
explain them using details from the text.

 Writing Prompt



52  Lesson 12

Red Scarf Girl

1.	 Thin-Face says he’s giving the children an “opportunity for you to help Chairman Mao’s 
revolution.” What does he mean? What could the children do to help the revolution?

2.	 What might happen if Ji-li chooses to help with the revolution? Write two or three 
sentences.

3.	 If you could ask Thin-Face right now why he’s doing what he’s doing, what would he tell you?

4.	 Besides finding the letter, what victory does Thin-Face believe he has won?

5.	 How does his understanding of his duty compare to Ji-li’s understanding of her duty?



Lesson 12  53

Red Scarf Girl

1.	 List 10 words or phrases from your reading that capture how Ji-li feels,

2.	 �How do you think Ji-li changed because of what happened to her during the Cultural 
Revolution?

LAST



54



Sub-Unit 4

Write an Essay
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56  Lesson 1

Write an Essay

Essay Prompt

How does Ji-li change over the course of her story? 

Essay Text

Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution

•	 Prologue (1–7)

Notes
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Write an Essay

Gathering Evidence



58  Lesson 1

Write an Essay

Write a Claim 

Based on the evidence you reviewed, write one or two sentences to summarize the key idea 
you will develop in response to this prompt. 

Claim Statement #1



Lesson 2  59

Write an Essay

Notes for Sample Essay



60  Lesson 2

Write an Essay

Write Body Paragraphs 

1.	 Before you begin:

•	 Turn to the text.

•	 Review your evidence and your claim.

2.	 Write two body paragraphs for your essay. For each body paragraph, use one or two 
pieces of textual evidence to support your claim. Remember to describe and explain your 
evidence and to show how it supports your claim.



Lesson 2  61

Write an Essay



62  Lesson 4

Write an Essay

Revise Body Paragraphs

Partner Work:

1.	 Reread your essay with your partner, asking him or her to pay attention to the evidence 
you use and describe to support your claim. 

2.	 Have your partner underline and annotate two places to revise in your body paragraphs: 

•	 One place where your evidence is strong and well-explained. 

•	 �One place where you could add more evidence or describe your evidence more 
completely. 

3.	 Once your partner explains his or her suggestions, review the moments from the text that 
connect to the parts of your essay you want to revise. 

4.	 Highlight any additional details in the text that provide evidence for your claim.

Individual Work:

5.	 For each place you've identified as needing revision, write 3–5 sentences that present 
additional evidence to support your claim or describe your evidence further.



Lesson 4  63

Write an Essay

6.	 Revise your body paragraphs.



64  Lesson 4

Write an Essay



Lesson 4  65

Write an Essay

Write Introduction

Leads

Before starting your introduction, review the body of your essay. Consider these questions as 
you reread your writing: 

•	 What are the key reasons you give to support your claim? 

•	 What evidence do you include to support your reasons? 

•	 In what order do you include all of this information?

Write two or three possible one- or two-sentence leads for your introduction. Circle the lead 
that you like the best.



66  Lesson 4

Write an Essay

Introduction

Write your introduction beginning with your favorite lead and ending with your claim statement.

Optional: Add a sentence or two that summarizes and disclaims a counter argument if your 
essay is argumentative.

When you’ve finished, read your introduction silently to yourself and make any changes 
needed so that the sentences flow well together.



Lesson 5  67

Write an Essay

Write Conclusion

1.	 Reread your introduction and body paragraphs, including the revisions you’ve made.

2.	 Write your conclusion, including both of the following elements:

•	 A restatement of your claim/argument

•	 A final thought for your reader to take away that follows from the ideas presented.



68  Lesson 5

Write an Essay

Add Transitions

1.	 In the spaces below, experiment by writing a new transition to go between each body 
paragraph in your essay.

• 

• 

• 

2.	 Reread your essay with your new transitions. 

3.	 Decide if you prefer your original transitions or your new transitions. Annotate your 
transitions to use for your final essay.



Lesson 5  69

Write an Essay

Revise Essay

4.	 Reread your essay and underline the important sentences. 

5.	 Circle any words or sentences that can be deleted. 

6.	 Reread your essay two times: once with the circled words and sentences and once 
without Which version do you like better? Why?

Rewrite Essay

If your teacher asks, rewrite your draft here incorporating your edits and revisions.



70  Lesson 5

Write an Essay



Lesson 5  71

Write an Essay

Write Final Essay 

1.	 Follow the steps in the Editing Process to revise and polish your essay. 

2.	 Use the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating Direct Quotes to help you.

3.	 Write your final essay below.



72  Lesson 5

Write an Essay
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