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Sub-Unit 1

Romeo and Juliet



8  Lesson 1

Romeo and Juliet

Write a two- or three-sentence summary of the overall story of the play as you understand it 
from this first reading of The Prologue.



Lesson 2  9

Romeo and Juliet

Record the synonyms you chose for the “Fill-in-the-Bard” activity here:

When civil blood makes civil hands unclean.  

From forth the  loins of these two   

A pair of  lovers take their life;  

Whose misadventur’d piteous   

Doth with their death  their parents .



10  Lesson 2

Romeo and Juliet

Choose one of the highlighted pairs of lines. Use details from the passage to explain what the 
line means and what it suggests will happen in the play.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 3  11

Romeo and Juliet

Use the lines and actions listed on pages 394 and 395 of your Student Edition. Write each 
action next to the line where you think it happens. 

•	 Use each action only once.

•	 Some lines may not have an action.

ROMEO [To Juliet]

1.	

2.	

3.	

4.	

JULIET

5.	

6.	

7.	

8.	

ROMEO

9.	

JULIET

10.	



12  Lesson 3

Romeo and Juliet

ROMEO

11.	

12.	

JULIET

13.	

ROMEO

14.	



Lesson 3  13

Romeo and Juliet

Use Act 1, Scene 5, lines 90–103, on page 359 of your Student Edition for your response.

Choose one thing an actor did that helped you understand a line better. Explain in three or 
four sentences how it helped you.



14  Lesson 4

Romeo and Juliet

Use lines 90–93 on page 359 of your Student Edition to answer these questions.

1.	 What action is Romeo talking about when he says he might have “profane[d]...this holy 
shrine” (90–91)?

2.	 If Romeo’s lips are “pilgrims,” what is the sacred place they are visiting?

3.	 Why does Romeo call his sin “gentle”?



Lesson 4  15

Romeo and Juliet

Use lines 94–98 on page 359 of your Student Edition to answer these questions.

4.	 Juliet calls Romeo a “pilgrim,” which is the same thing as a palmer. In line 97, how does 
she describe a palmers’ kiss?

5.	 Juliet is saying something true about palmers, but what is she really telling Romeo?

6.	 Romeo points out that palmers have lips; what is he really telling Juliet?



16  Lesson 4

Romeo and Juliet

7.	 Romeo points out that palmers have lips; what is he really telling Juliet?

Record the synonyms you chose for the “Fill-in-the-Bard” activity here:

Romeo

O then dear saint,  lips do what hands do,

Then pray  thou, lest faith turn to despair.

Juliet

Saints do not , though grant for prayer’s sake.

Romeo

Then move not while my prayer’s  I take.



Lesson 5  17

Romeo and Juliet

How does Romeo and Juliet’s language show that they make a good couple? Develop your 
reasons with evidence from the text.

 Writing Prompt



18  Lesson 7

Romeo and Juliet

Using the qualities you highlighted, come up with a metaphor of your own that Romeo might 
use to describe Juliet.



Lesson 8  19

Romeo and Juliet

1.	 Put into your own words: “Deny thy father and refuse thy name” (36).

2.	 Put into your own words: “That which we call a rose / By any other word would smell as 
sweet” (45–46).

3.	 Rewrite the lines or phrases you highlighted in your own words. 



20  Lesson 8

Romeo and Juliet

If Romeo gave up his name, would all of his and Juliet’s problems be solved?

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 10  21

Romeo and Juliet

1.	 Tybalt calls Romeo a “villain” (31) because  .

2.	 I know this because the text also says  .

3.	 Do you think the actor’s performance is faithful to or departs from the text? Explain your 
answer.

4.	 When your group performed this part of the scene, how did you communicate important 
ideas and emotions?



22  Lesson 10

Romeo and Juliet

5.	 Mercutio says “vile submission” (43) because  .

6.	 I know this because the text also says  .

7.	 Do you think the actor’s performance is faithful to or departs from the text? Explain your 
answer.

8.	 When your group performed this part of the scene, how did you communicate important 
ideas and emotions?



Lesson 10  23

Romeo and Juliet

9.	 Romeo asked for Benvolio’s help to “beat down their weapons” (51)  
because  .

10. I know this because the text also says  .

11. �Do you think the actor’s performance is faithful to or departs from the text? Explain your 
answer.

12. �When your group performed this part of the scene, how did you communicate important 
ideas and emotions?



24  Lesson 11

Romeo and Juliet

Although Tybalt, a Capulet, is the one who stabs Mercutio, Mercutio curses both the 
Montagues and the Capulets. Explain why he blames both the Montagues and the Capulets 
for his death.

 Writing Prompt



Lesson 12  25

Romeo and Juliet

Record the synonyms you chose for the Fill-in-the-Bard activity here:

This gentleman, the Prince’s near  ,  

My very friend, hath got his  hurt  

  ; my reputation   

With Tybalt’s slander

Translate Romeo’s lines (82–89) into your own words.



26  Lesson 12

Romeo and Juliet

1.	 Write two or three specific ways in which Romeo's language changes in the two sets of 
lines you highlighted.

2.	 What have the events of the fight revealed about Romeo?



Lesson 12  27

Romeo and Juliet

Describe how Romeo’s perspective on Tybalt changed during the Fight Scene. Explain why he 
at first refused to fight Tybalt, but later was eager to kill him.

 Writing Prompt



28  Lesson 14

Romeo and Juliet

According to Romeo, why is Juliet being kept in the dark?

Translate the lines you highlighted from Romeo’s speech into your own words.

Lines 102–109: 

Lines 109–113:



Lesson 14  29

Romeo and Juliet

1.	 What does Romeo say he is doing with his final kiss? 

2.	 What is Romeo referring to with the words “bitter conduct,” “unsavoury guide,” and 
“desperate pilot”?

3.	 What is the “sea-sick weary bark” that will be “run on the dashing rocks”? 

4.	 How does Romeo work up the courage to die?



30  Lesson 14

Romeo and Juliet

1.	 Why does Juliet call Romeo a “churl”? Copy the words in the passage that explain why 
Juliet calls Romeo a “churl,” and then write her reason in your own words.

2.	 Is Juliet really angry with Romeo? Make a claim about her tone, or attitude, toward Romeo 
in this moment. Explain your response analysis by quoting the phrase in the text that 
supports your answer.



Lesson 15  31

Romeo and Juliet

Put the Prince’s first five lines into your own words. 

“Where be these enemies? Capulet! Montague!” (300)

“See what a scourge is laid upon your hate,” (301)

“That heaven finds means to kill your joys with love.” (302)

“And I for winking at your discords too” (303)

“Have lost a brace of kinsmen. All are punish’d.” (304)



32  Lesson 15

Romeo and Juliet

1.	 List the events that led to Romeo and Juliet’s death:



Lesson 15  33

Romeo and Juliet

2.	 Think of a theme that has been developing over the course of the play and that relates 
to the Prince’s speech. Write a statement of this theme. Then list two or three specific 
moments in the play that have helped to develop this theme.
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Sub-Unit 2

Write an Essay



36  Lesson 1

Write an Essay

Essay Prompt

Did the power of love contribute more to Romeo’s death or were the forces of hatred more of 
an influence on Romeo’s death, or both?

Essay Text

•	 The Prologue (1–14) 

•	 Act 1, Scene 5 (90–103) 

•	 Act 2, Scene 2 (2–61) 

•	 Act 3, Scene 1 (30–97)

•	 Act 5, Scene 3 (102–122); (169–175); (177–179); (300–320)

Notes



Lesson 1  37

Write an Essay

Gathering Evidence



38  Lesson 1

Write an Essay

Write a Claim 

Based on the evidence you reviewed, write one or two sentences to summarize the key idea 
you will develop in response to this prompt. 

Claim Statement #1



Lesson 2  39

Write an Essay

Notes for Sample Essay



40  Lesson 2

Write an Essay

Write Body Paragraphs 

1.	 Before you begin:

•	 Turn to the text.

•	 Review your evidence and your claim.

2.	 Write two body paragraphs for your essay. For each body paragraph, use one or two 
pieces of textual evidence to support your claim. Remember to describe and explain your 
evidence and to show how it supports your claim.



Lesson 2  41

Write an Essay



42  Lesson 3

Write an Essay

Self-Assessment Notes

Which items in the list are “No” for you?

Session 1: Revise Body Paragraphs

1.	 Reread what you’ve already written. 

2.	 What will you do to improve your body paragraphs?

3.	 Revise your body paragraphs.



Lesson 3  43

Write an Essay



44  Lesson 3

Write an Essay

Session 2: Revise Claim Statement

Practice writing your claim statement in two other ways. Make sure each is supported by your 
body paragraphs. 

Claim Statement #2

Write one or two new sentence(s) that state your claim in a different way.



Lesson 3  45

Write an Essay

Claim Statement #3

Write one or two new sentence(s) that state your claim in a different way.



46  Lesson 3

Write an Essay

Session 3: Body Paragraph for a Counterargument

Complete this section if your teacher tells you to.

Write your third body paragraph. Include one or two counterarguments, and evidence and 
reasoning to refute the counterarguments.



Lesson 4  47

Write an Essay

Revise Body Paragraphs

Partner Work:

1.	 Reread your essay with your partner, asking him or her to pay attention to the evidence 
you use and describe to support your claim. 

2.	 Have your partner underline and annotate two places to revise in your body paragraphs: 

•	 One place where your evidence is strong and well-explained. 

•	 �One place where you could add more evidence or describe your evidence more 
completely. 

3.	 Once your partner explains his or her suggestions, review the moments from the text that 
connect to the parts of your essay you want to revise. 

4.	 Highlight any additional details in the text that provide evidence for your claim.

Individual Work:

5.	 For each place you've identified as needing revision, write 3–5 sentences that present 
additional evidence to support your claim or describe your evidence further.



48  Lesson 4

Write an Essay

6.	 Revise your body paragraphs.



Lesson 4  49

Write an Essay



50  Lesson 4

Write an Essay

Write Introduction

Leads

Before starting your introduction, review the body of your essay. Consider these questions as 
you reread your writing: 

•	 What are the key reasons you give to support your claim? 

•	 What evidence do you include to support your reasons? 

•	 In what order do you include all of this information?

Write two or three possible one- or two-sentence leads for your introduction. Circle the lead 
that you like the best.



Lesson 4  51

Write an Essay

Introduction

Write your introduction beginning with your favorite lead and ending with your claim statement.

Optional: Add a sentence or two that summarizes and disclaims a counter argument if your 
essay is argumentative.

When you’ve finished, read your introduction silently to yourself and make any changes 
needed so that the sentences flow well together.



52  Lesson 5

Write an Essay

Write Conclusion

1.	 Reread your introduction and body paragraphs, including the revisions you’ve made.

2.	 Write your conclusion, including both of the following elements:

•	 A restatement of your claim/argument

•	 A final thought for your reader to take away that follows from the ideas presented.



Lesson 5  53

Write an Essay

Add Transitions

1.	 In the spaces below, experiment by writing a new transition to go between each body 
paragraph in your essay.

• 

• 

• 

2.	 Reread your essay with your new transitions. 

3.	 Decide if you prefer your original transitions or your new transitions. Mark which 
transitions you’d like to use in the final draft of your essay.



54  Lesson 5

Write an Essay

Revise Essay

4.	 Reread your essay and underline the important sentences. 

5.	 Circle any words or sentences that can be deleted. 

6.	 Reread your essay two times: once with the circled words and sentences and once 
without. Which version do you like better? Why?

Rewrite Essay

If your teacher asks, rewrite your draft here incorporating your edits and revisions.



Lesson 5  55

Write an Essay



56  Lesson 5

Write an Essay

Write Final Essay 

1.	 Follow the steps in the Editing Process to revise and polish your essay. 

2.	 Use the Guidelines for Citing and Punctuating Direct Quotes to help you.

3.	 Write your final essay below.



Lesson 5  57

Write an Essay
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