
Grades 6–8Built for the B.E.S.T.
Amplify ELA Florida Edition program texts have been carefully selected to 
offer all students access to a rich array of prose, poetry, and rhetoric within 
and across genres, including numerous lessons built around key texts from 
the Florida B.E.S.T Text List. Every grade includes a full novel study within 
core units, with additional novel studies available in the Amplify Library.

Grade 6 literature  
selections include:

•	 Novel study: Summer of the 
Mariposas by Guadalupe García 
McCall

•	 The Odyssey (graphic novel by Gareth 
Hinds)

•	 “Choice” from Inside Out & Back 
Again by Thanhha Lai 

•	 Tony Hawk: Professional Skateboarder 
by Tony Hawk

•	 Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

•	 The Phantom Tollbooth by Juster 
Norton

•	 Black Ships Before Troy by  
Rosemary Sutcliff

Grade 7 literature  
selections include:

•	 Novel study: A Raisin in the Sun by 
Lorraine Hansberry

•	 Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the 
Cultural Revolution by Ji-li Jiang

•	 To Be Young, Gifted and Black: An 
Informal Autobiography by Lorraine 
Hansberry

•	 The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a 
Hat by Oliver Sacks

•	 “The Tell-Tale Heart” and “The Cask of 
Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe

•	 The Count of Monte Cristo by 
Alexander Dumas

•	 Freedom Walkers by Russell 
Freedman

Grade 8 literature  
selections include:

•	 Novel Study: Gris Grimly’s 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley and 
Gris Grimly 

•	 Narrative of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass, An American Slave by 
Frederick Douglass

•	 Romeo and Juliet by William 
Shakespeare

•	 Night by Elie Wiesel

•	 Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father 
Bleeds History by Art Spiegelman

•	 The Chosen by Chaim Potok

•	 Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe



The Amplify Library offers more than 700 high-quality digital 
texts, searchable by genre, subject, and Lexile. Students can 
download the books onto devices in class for use at home or 
wherever they may be learning.

You’ll also find:

•	 12 more novel studies for the books middle school  
educators love to teach, such as:

•	 The Outsiders

•	 To Kill A Mockingbird

•	 Wonder

•	 The Giver

•	 The Call of the Wild

•	 Inside Out and Back Again

•	 16 research archives for independent challenge work

•	 A complete collection of the speeches recommended 
for study in Florida’s ELA B.E.S.T. Standards

•	 And many more Florida sample texts, including:

•	 Letters from an American Farmer

•	 “The Cremation of Sam McGee”

•	 Swiss Family Robinson

•	 The Story of Pinocchio

•	 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

•	 Old Yeller

•	 Little Britches

In addition, Amplify ELA’s partnership with “Poetry in America” 
includes poetry units in each grade, featuring videos of close 
readings from interpreters including Shaquille O’Neal, Shiza 
Shahid, and Richard Blanco.


