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Dear educator,
Amplify CKLA was designed to help you bring effective Science of Reading 
practices to life in your classroom, and we have been thrilled to see the impact  
it has had on students across the country.

The 3rd Edition builds on the principles and instruction of previous editions of 
Amplify CKLA to provide better-than-ever support for teaching and learning.

We’ve made significant improvements to Amplify CKLA in the areas you told us 
mattered most. In the 3rd Edition, you’ll find more opportunities for differentiation 
to meet the needs of all learners, including multilingual/English learners; an 
updated Knowledge Sequence; streamlined pacing; and bolstered writing 
instruction anchored in the Science of Writing, the research behind how kids  
learn to write.

We share the common belief that every child deserves to become a proficient, 
enthusiastic reader and writer. I’m confident that with the right instruction, we  
can achieve this goal together. Thank you for your unwavering commitment to your 
students’ success and for your role in shaping the future of literacy instruction.

Sincerely,

Susan Lambert 
Chief Academic Officer, Elementary Humanities 
Host, Science of Reading: The Podcast

Susan Lambert
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CKLA 3RD EDITION: WHAT’S NEW?

As the original Science of Reading program, 
systematic skills instruction and intentional 
knowledge building is in our DNA.

With the 3rd Edition, Amplify CKLA has built on that foundation to bring you the next chapter in the 
Science of Reading. The 3rd Edition helps you translate the latest research into practice through:

•	 A powerful and enhanced Knowledge Sequence: Students engage with 

a range of people, perspectives, and authentic texts in exciting new units.

•	 Streamlined pacing: We’ve streamlined the pacing of Knowledge Domains,  

giving you more time for differentiation and helping all students access content.

•	 Integrated writing instruction based on the Science of Writing,  

the body of research on how students best learn to write: Your students’  

writing will reinforce their reading development with new instruction.

•	 Assessment and data reporting: Monitor progress, identify opportunities for  

growth, and make data-driven decisions with digital assessments and reports.

•	 Tiered support through cohesive personalized learning and screening:  

Amplify’s literacy suite provides cohesive instruction that supports personalized  

learning and aligns with a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS).
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CKLA 3RD EDITION: WHAT’S NEW?

The Knowledge Sequence you know and love—
updated for today’s elementary classroom.

Fortunes and Feats:  
Fairy Tales and Tall Tales

The Birthplace of Democracy: 
Ancient Greece

Legends and Heroes: Greek Myths

Our Planet: Cycles in Nature

Butterflies, Bees, and Beetles: Insects

A House Divided: The American Civil War

Sounds and Stanzas: Poetry

Making a Difference: Creating Change
or

Journeys to America: Immigration

Building Blocks: All About Nutrition
or

Early Asian Civilizations: India and China

Taking Flight: The Age of Aviation

The Moral of the Story: Fables and Tales

From Nose to Toes: How Your Body Works

Common Threads: Different Lands, 
Similar Stories

Reach for the Stars: Astronomy

Charting the World: Geography

A World of Homes: Animals and Habitats

A New Nation: American Independence

Once Upon a Time: Fairy Tales
or

Our Planet: The History of the Earth

From Babylon to the Nile:  
Early World Civilizations
or

Early Americas: Maya, Aztec, and Inca

Adventure Stories: Tales from the Edge

Star Light, Star Bright:  
Nursery Rhymes and Fables
 
See, Hear, Smell, Taste, Touch:  
The Five Senses

Underdogs and Heroes: Stories
 
See How They Grow: Plants

Moo, Cluck, Oink: Farms

Deep Roots: Introduction to  
Native American Cultures

All Around the World: Geography

Royal Tales: Monarchs
or

National Icons: Presidents  
and American Symbols

Our Planet: Taking Care of the Earth
or

Rain and Rainbows: Seasons and Weather

Shaped by Nature: Art and  
the World Around Us

Grade

K
Grade

2
Grade

1

Literature & the arts

Social studies

Science

c

c

c c

c

c



What’s new in Amplify CKLA  |  5

Amplify CKLA’s systematic and spiraling approach to knowledge building improves students’ reading fluency, 
vocabulary, and text understanding. District-level Choice Units maintain this approach while empowering 
districts to select topics that best reflect their community, standards, and student interests.

c

The enhanced Knowledge Sequence includes:

•	 Streamlined pacing: 165 days of instruction for K–2 Knowledge Domains and 3–5 units.
•	 New and updated units: Updates to existing units and brand new units covering geography, poetry, oceans, and more.
•	 Research Units: Each grade features a capstone Research Unit focused on articles and curated trade books.
•	 Choice Units: Each grade includes two units with flexible options at the school or district level.

c

c

In My Own Words: Personal Narratives

Early Americas: Maya, Aztec, and Inca

Visions in Verse: Poetry

A Knight’s Tale: Don Quixote

The Deep Blue World: Oceans

Cultures and Histories: Native Americans

Novel Study: The Phantom Tollbooth
or

Novel Study: The Science of Breakable Things

Arts and Culture: The Renaissance
or

Through the Forest:  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Building Up the World: Global Architecture

My Story, My Voice: Personal Narratives

Knights and Castles: Europe’s Middle Ages

Meaning and Metaphor: Poetry

Eureka! Student Inventor

Our Planet: Geology

Road to Independence:  
The American Revolution

Novel Study: From the Mixed-Up  
Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler
or

Novel Study: The Season of Styx Malone

Adventure on the High Seas: Treasure Island
or

Crafting Stories: A World of Tales

Inspiration and Ingenuity:  
American Innovation

Timeless Tales: Classic Stories

Fur, Fins, and Feathers:  
Animal Classification

Rhythm and Rhyme: Poetry

Rise and Fall: Ancient Rome

Our Solar System and Beyond: Astronomy

Regions and Cultures: Native Americans

Novel Study: Charlotte’s Web
or

Novel Study: Stella Díaz Has  
Something to Say

Systems and Senses: The Human Body
or

From Glow to Echo: Light and Sound

From Blues to Bebop: All That Jazz

Grade

3
Grade

5
Grade

4

c

c

c
c
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CKLA 3RD EDITION: WHAT’S NEW?

Interactive platform for all-in-one planning, 
lesson delivery, and assessments
Access the resources and tools you need—like presentation slides, digital assessments, 
and more—in one place to deliver engaging lessons alongside real-time feedback.

What’s new?

Teacher Presentation Screens 
are available and customizable 
for each lesson.

Skill-building practice games 
advance student skills and 
provide you with immediate 
feedback on their performance.

Standards-based reporting 
from automatically-scored 
assessments allows you to 
easily track student’s mastery 
of content.

The new Activity Landing Page makes it easy to find the digital supports and materials for each lesson.
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Interactive platform for all-in-one planning, lesson delivery, and assessments

Digital assessments help you track progress toward standards mastery.

Access detailed insights from both digital assessments and 
digital student activities. See strengths and growth opportunities 
for individual students, small groups, or an entire class.

Available for:

•	 K–2 Knowledge End of Domain assessments

•	 3–5 End of Unit assessments
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CKLA 3RD EDITION: WHAT’S NEW?

Writing instruction grounded in the Science of Writing
The 3rd Edition builds on the learn to write, write to learn approach of previous 
editions through key enhancements in K–2 Knowledge Domains and in Grades 3–5.

Writing enhancements in 3rd Edition include:

•	 Daily writing in K–2 Knowledge Domains and  
Grades 3–5 with authentic writing tasks.

•	 Sentence generation, combining, and expansion  
routines consistently integrated into lessons.

•	 Deep focus on planning and revising to  
build a strong foundation.

In the capstone Research Units, students are invited to dig 
deeper by choosing a writing project based on interests 

they’ve cultivated throughout the unit.
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Writing instruction grounded in the Science of Writing

Sentence-level strategies help students express ideas. Planning and revising routines develop strong habits.
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CKLA 3RD EDITION: WHAT’S NEW?

Tiered support with Boost Reading personalized 
learning and mCLASS universal screening
Amplify CKLA’s core instruction works with Amplify’s complete literacy suite to provide cohesive 
instruction and data that supports every student and aligns with a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS).

Personalized learning for adaptive  
differentiation with Boost Reading

Boost Reading extends and reinforces core instruction  
with explicit practice across all tiers.

Insights and recommendations for core  
instruction from Boost Reading

As students practice, Boost Reading assesses students’ needs  
and gaps to give you recommendations and scaffolds for  
Amplify CKLA whole-class instruction.
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Tiered support with Boost Reading personalized learning and mCLASS universal screening

Universal and dyslexia screening with  
mCLASS for targeted next steps

mCLASS® DIBELS® 8th Edition’s predictive one-minute measures 
provide a complete picture of your students’ grade-level reading 
abilities and dyslexia risk factors, flagging students who need 
more support, then recommending targeted instruction.

mCLASS Connect for suggested CKLA 
lessons based on student needs

Support your small groups with similar skill needs 
through suggested Amplify CKLA lessons based  
on mCLASS benchmark assessments.



12  | 

CKLA 3RD EDITION: WHAT’S NEW?

Grade 3 | From Blues to Bebop: All That Jazz

High-quality, authentic literature that sparks 
connection and deepens knowledge

Kindergarten | Shaped by Nature: Art and the World Around Us

Capstone Research Units invite inquiry through authentic text sets.

Grade 1 | Adventure Stories: Tales from the Edges of the World Grade 4 | American Innovations

Grade 2 | Taking Flight: The Age of Aviation Grade 5 | Building Up the World: Global Architecture
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High-quality, authentic literature that sparks connection and deepens knowledge

Grade 5Grade 3 Grade 4

Novel Studies in Grades 3–5

In the seventh unit of Amplify CKLA instruction for Grades 3–5, your class 
engages in a novel study. They’ll read, discuss, and write about a complete, 
authentic text, enhancing literacy skills and fostering a love of reading.

Charlotte’s Web 
or  
Stella Díaz Has Something to Say

From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil 
E. Frankweiler
or  
The Season of Styx Malone

The Phantom Tollbooth
or  
The Science of Breakable Things



Notes



Notes



Explore sample lessons and more 
3rd Edition enhancements at 
amplify.com/ckla-sample.
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