
Take back your time.
Reporting that’s ready  
when you are.

Grades 6–8



Dear teacher,

We’ve got this crazy idea that data should work for you—not be one 
more task to fit into your busy days.

Assessments should be part of instruction—not a separate demand on 
teachers and students.

Amplify ELA Insights is ready to go every time you log in. Detailed 
reporting for every class is just a few clicks away. Every piece of 
student writing is auto-scored for the basics, so that you can focus 
on what matters. Every student is brought to your attention so you 
can send a kind word, a helping hand, or a simple (but day-changing!) 
thumbs-up.

We’ll take care of assessing and reporting, freeing you to build 
relationships with your students and focus on teaching and changing 
lives. You know—all those things you hoped to do when you started 
teaching. Take back your time.

Thinking of you,

Amplify ELA
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To build progress, first build relationships. 
As students return to classrooms, the last thing they need is a week of heads-down assessment. 
Starting Points gives you the insights you need to build relationships and a strong classroom culture.

Amplify ELA’s Starting Points activity set provides a research-based way for students to re-engage 
with school and teachers to learn about their students. Centered on a 15-minute writing exercise, 
Starting Points prompts students to consider and freely express the values they live by. You’ll support 
their emotional well-being, foster a sense of belonging, and gain insight into how each student 
reasons and expresses their thoughts in writing. And research shows this will improve academic 
performance, too.

Starting Points
Choosing What Matters
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Formative assessments save you time.

The best formative assessments guide your instruction.  
Amplify ELA embeds assessments directly into your daily classwork.

Exit tickets

At the end of each lesson, students complete 
an exit ticket—which checks for understanding 
and gives you a quick gauge of student and 
class progress.
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Solo activities

Several times a week, students complete 
Solo activities applying their developing 
skills to a unit text. While they’re annotating 
and finding evidence to support their 
answers, they’re gaining practice with the 
types of questions they’ll see on high-
stakes assessments. Auto-scored reporting 
pinpoints question types or texts which may 
need a little reteaching.
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Summative assessments give you confidence.

Unit essays

Unit essays, including both argumentative and informative prompts, 
provide practice with every stage of the writing process from 
brainstorming to editing and polishing. Essays are auto-scored for 
focus, use of evidence, and mastery of conventions, allowing you to 
focus on more substantial feedback.

Unit assessments

Every six weeks, Amplify ELA’s Unit assessments check student 
understanding of content and mastery of skills. Digitally or in print, 
students complete 20 auto-scored questions plus your choice of two 
quick writing prompts. Assessment rationales provide explanations 
of correct answers and scoring rubrics.
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Optional interim assessments

Optional interim assessments can be added 
twice a year to further understand student 
and class progress.

Amplify Grade 6 Reading Interim Assessment 1
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GO ON 

3.   The text alternates between general (broad) information and specific details. Place the sentences 

from paragraphs 2–4 below, in order from most GENERAL (1) to most SPECIFIC (5). 

____ A. The Berbers have excavated caves in Matmata for centuries. 

____ B. These unique homes are prevalent in Matmata because of the area’s geology. 

____ C. The earth around Matmata consists of a soft rock called sandstone. 

____ D. The sandstone is easy to dig, yet is stable enough to maintain its shape. 

____ E. The practice of digging homes underground began more than 700 years ago. 

4.  How does the author support the statement that caves maintain a constant temperature?

A. by estimating how long it takes to dig out a cave

B. by describing the soft yet stable nature of sandstone

C. by explaining how heat from the sun is trapped and then released

D. by giving the daily temperature ranges in the desert

5.  Part A:

 Read this sentence from paragraph 5.

	 Which	meaning	BEST	fits	the	word	dissipates as it is used in the sentence?

A. becomes visible

B. dries out

C. goes away

D. settles down

Part B:

Which excerpt from paragraph 5 includes the BEST evidence for the meaning of dissipates?

A. In the summer, temperatures are scorching

B. At night, air temperatures plummet quickly

C. the sun’s radiation heats the air to a high temperature

D. there is very little cloud cover to hold in the heat

When the sun goes down, the heat dissipates quickly into the atmosphere.
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Ready-to-go reporting helps you teach better every day.

Embedded Assessment Measurement

ELA’s Embedded Assessment Measurement 
report pinpoints students who need extra help 
in reading, writing, or language activities. Spot 
issues early, with suggested grouping and 
differentiation at your fingertips.
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Automatic Writing Evaluation

Haven’t you marked your fair share of comma splices and run-on 
sentences by now? Amplify ELA’s Automatic Writing Evaluation 
auto-scores student work for focus, use of evidence, and mastery of 
conventions. You can see and override the auto-scores at any time—
and you can focus your own comments on more substantial matters. 

Classwork

Who’s struggling, who’s flying, who hasn’t started yet…Classwork’s got it all 
ready to go. Drop into a specific class and see progress on each assignment, 
including differentiation levels, grades, and last login time. See where 
everyone is—then dig deeper or send feedback with the touch of a button. 
Classwork even lets you save your most-used comments so they’re ready to 
go when you are.
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Detailed reporting 
gives you confidence.

When you’re looking for an even bigger 
picture, Reporting makes it easy to track 
writing productivity, reading comprehension, 
and Solo completion, as well as view overall 
scores for specific skills. 

Administrator Reports

With Administrator Reports access, administrators can see an 
overview of teacher and student usage and student performance 
data by unit or skill for the current school year, and download 
detailed data as a CSV file.
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Insights make the most of every instructional minute.

Amplify ELA’s Insights feature is like having a teaching assistant waiting for you whenever 
you log in. Need a snapshot of how each class is doing on comprehension? We’ve got you 
covered. Wondering who’s started the latest Solo assignment? We’re right there.

Classwork Insights

Got a minute before the next period?  
Classwork Insights suggest a few students to: 

•	 Celebrate (they’re doing great)

•	 Comment on (they need a little attention)

•	 Support (they could use a boost) 

Send them a kind word, an extra resource, or even a 
wacky emoji right from the Classwork tab. While you’re 
making every minute count, you’ll make their day.
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Take back your time.  
Find out more about Amplify ELA 
at literacy.amplify.com/ela. 
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